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May 29, 2008

Winter Wheat May 1 
Production Forecast

Planted Acreage 
2.7 million acres.
460,000 acres more than previous year.

Expected Harvested Acreage 
2.6 million acres. 
410,000 more than last year. 



May 29, 2008

Winter Wheat May 1 
Production Forecast

Total Montana Production
88.4 million bu.
Up 5.2 million bu from 2007

Yield
2008 yield forecast 34 bu per ac.

Down 4 bu from 2007 final yield. 
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Winter Wheat May 1 
Production Forecast

May 1st is too early.
We will know more on June 10 when

June 1st Yield Forecast is released
and 

June 30th when June Acreage 
released.
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Hay Stocks May 1

1.03 million tons
35% more than last year.
Hay production in 2007:
5.15 million tons
19% higher than 2006 production.
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Ekalaka Main Street after 
storm May 2, 2008 



Stream flow conditions near Many Glacier Hotel 
May 19, 2008
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Crop Weather Report 
Week Ending May 18, 2008

Golden Triangle (North Central) Area 
Dismal, below normal precipitation since 
April 1 and has received dismal, below 
normal precipitation since Oct.1, 2007
This area accounts for over half of 
Montana’s winter wheat production.



25% wheat
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34% wheat
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$671 
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Crop Weather Report 
Week Ending May 18, 2008

Cool temperatures, and dry conditions have 
hurt winter wheat
Farmers are re-seeding winter wheat fields to 
spring wheat & other small grain crops
Recent warm temperatures with little to no 
rainfall has allowed farmers to seed crops, 
but has stressed already seeded crops 
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Crop Weather Report 
Week Ending May 18, 2008
Topsoil Moisture
Behind Last Year & 5-Year Avg.
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Crop Weather Report 
Week Ending May 18, 2008
Subsoil Moisture
Behind Last Year & 5-Year Avg.
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Crop Weather Report 
Week Ending May 18, 2008

Winter wheat crop rated poorly, 
compared to last year and the 
five-year average.
Some winter wheat being 
reseeded to spring wheat or 
other small grain crops.
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Winter Wheat Crop Condition 
Worse than Last Year & 5-Yr Avg.
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Crop Progress Percent
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Crop Progress Percent
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Livestock  

Most pastureland open for grazing
Thirty-seven percent of cattle and thirty-
two percent of sheep still receiving 
supplemental feed
Fifty-one percent of both cattle and 
sheep have moved to summer ranges.
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Livestock Grazing  

Pasture and range conditions are worse 
than last year & 5-year average.
Pastures & ranges greening up slowly, 
with little available forage.
Stockwater supplies are short in central 
& eastern area of the state
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Range & Pasture Condition 
Percent
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Summary

Topsoil and subsoil moisture is 
significantly worst than last year
Limited moisture has had a negative 
effect on winter wheat condition and 
progress.
Irrigation water supplies look good.
Future crop conditions depend on 
getting more moisture.



Summary

The only hope is to 
eat chocolate while 
doing a rain dance!


